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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 
The application has been amended as follows: 

The Abstract has been rewritten in one paragraph form and is attached hereto. 
Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ELIZABETH L. MCKANE whose telephone number is 
(571 )272-1275. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri; 5:30 a.m. - 2:00 
p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can be reached on 571-272-1267. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Elizabeth L McKane/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1797 

elm 

1 October 2009 
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ABSTRACT 



The invention provides an apparatus for continuously and efficiently treating 
volume-reduced polystyrene resin in gel state, thereby removing solvent and recovering 
resin. A volume-reduced gel-state polystyrene resin is heated in the separation/ 
recovery apparatus under ambient pressure or reduced pressure, for removal of solvent 
and recovery of resin. The apparatus includes an apparatus main unit 1 0 having at the 
top of the unit a solvent-recovering section for continuously recovering evaporated 
solvent and having at the bottom of the unit a resin-recovering section for recovering the 
solvent-removed resin; a heating medium flow pipe 20 provided inside the apparatus 
main unit 1 0 for allowing flow of a heating medium inside the pipe; a gel-state resin- 
feeding means 14 for feeding the volume-reduced polystyrene resin in gel-state such 
that the resin is brought into contact with the heating medium flow pipe 20; a resin- 
holding section 13 provided in the bottom of the apparatus main unit 10 for holding the 
resin flowed down to the member after contact with the heating medium flow pipe 20; a 
heating means 25 for heating the resin held in the resin-holding section 13; and a 
stirring means 26 for stirring the resin contained in the resin-holding section. 



